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(54) IMAGE PICKUP DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To attain proper white balance adjustment 
even at pickup with unfavorable condition by 
synthesizing white balance adjustment control signals 
based on signals from an image pickup element and 
other colorimetric sensor in a synthesis ratio varied with 
a difference between both outputs. 

CONSTITUTION: An output of an image pickup element 
1 is fed to the circuit via a chroma signal processing 
section 3 and averaging sections 11,13 and a 1st white 
balance adjustment signal is obtained from a control 
voltage leadout section 14. Moreover, a 2nd white 
balance adjustment signal is outputted from a control 
voltage leadout section 1 1 receiving a colorimetric 
output by a color temperature sensor 10. Switches 15 t 
16 are controlled by a switch control signal leadout 
section 1 7 based on a difference between an output of 
the sensor 10 and an output equivalent to an output of 
the element 1 from a colorimetric sensor 18. Thus, the 
1st and 2nd white balance adjustment control signals are 

synthesized in a ratio varied with an output difference of the sensors 10, 18 to obtain a proper 
white balance adjustment signal, and proper white balance adjustment is implemented even 
under bad conditions such as remote scene, dispersion in lighting state and rear light. 
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